
 
 

What is Omaha Virtual School? 
The Omaha Virtual School (OVS) began in the 2016-17 school year as the first K-8th 
grade virtual school in the State of Nebraska. OVS is a program within Omaha Public 
Schools that currently serves K-12th grade students. Since OVS is a unique learning 
environment, we have gathered some frequently asked questions that are intended to 
help interested families understand the program and help determine if OVS is a good 
fit for their family and their learner. 

How do I enroll my student at OVS? 

Families must complete an application for Omaha Virtual School. Applications open 
up in April for the fall semester and if there is capacity, applications may open in 
November for January enrollment.  

What determines a student's acceptance into OVS? 
To be successful in OVS, a student must meet the following criteria: 

• They are independently motivated to learn. 
• A parent/guardian or other adult close to the student is available daily to 

facilitate learning and keep the student on-track. 
• They are able to attend face-to-face sessions at least once per week at the 

learning center inside the TAC building at 3215 Cuming Street in Omaha. 
• They have access to consistent transportation to face-to-face sessions. OVS 

does not offer any transportation or vouchers for transportation. 
• They are credit sufficient/on track for graduation (high school) 

Other considerations include attendance at previous school, chronic behavior and 
attendance issues, credit sufficiency for high school students, and 
recommendations or input from current or previous schools. 

High school students must meet the following credit requirements: 

 



 
 

 

Students who have not attended OPS may have transcripts that calculate differently. 
As a rule of thumb, students should be on-track to graduate on-time without doing 
credit recovery. If you have questions about whether your student would be credit-
eligible, please contact us at virtualschool@ops.org. 

How is OVS different from fully remote learning? 

• OVS is a blended program that requires weekly face-to-face sessions at the 
learning center in the TAC building at 3215 Cuming Street.  

• Most of the learner's week is spent at home working through the curriculum 
with the support of their learning coach (parent/guardian). There are limited 
live, online classes. A minimum of once/week per course live instruction. 
Teacher support available at scheduled support times.  

• OVS is a program with high expectations and a rigorous curriculum. 
• OVS requires strong adult support at home.  
• K-5 students may need someone to help them for up to 6 hours per day while 

at home. 
• OVS does not offer transportation, sports or music and has a limited course 

catalog. There is limited access to counselors and OVS does not have a social 
worker on staff.  

What is blended learning? 

In a blended learning model, students complete online coursework at home with the 
guidance of their parent/guardian or other individual close to the student who serves 
as their learning coach. To enhance online learning and focus on skills, students 
participate in an engaging, face-to-face class at least once per week. These activities 
include labs, guest speakers, cooperative learning opportunities and much more! 

Is there a cost to attend? 
Omaha Virtual School is a free program within Omaha Public Schools. 

Does my student need their own device? 
No. OVS supplies each student with a device to complete their work at home.  

What curriculum do you use? 
We use a different curriculum and learning management system than Omaha Public 
Schools. We use a curriculum that is designed for online/virtual learning. K-5th grade 
uses Flexpoint curriculum and StrongMind for middle and high school. 
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Where will the face-to-face sessions take place? 

We are located at the Omaha Public Schools Teacher Administrator Center (TAC) at 
3215 Cuming Street in Omaha and the Career Center that is attached to the TAC 
building. 

How long are face-to-face sessions? 
K-5th grade students attend one full-day per week (9am-3:15pm) and middle/high 
school students attend a full day each week (9am-3:30pm). Due to limited space, 
middle school and high school students do not attend sessions on the same day.   

Are face-to-face sessions required? 
Yes, these are a necessary component to our learning environment. Research shows 
that the in-person element of blended learning increase student success. During our 
face-to-face sessions, learners complete performance based, hands-on, collaborative 
assessments and activities that cannot be done at home. These assessments and 
activities allow us to ensure student learning is authentic and teach critical college 
and career readiness skills.  If your HS/MS student falls behind or struggles with 
grades, they may be asked to attend an additional 1- or 2-day session of in-person 
support.  THIS WILL BE REQUIRED! 

How many students are in each classroom during face-to-face sessions? 
K-5th grade class sizes will be from 10-15 students. 6th-8th grade class sizes will be 
from 15-18 students, and 9th-12th grade class sizes will be from 18-20 students. These 
class sizes allow us to manage students in small groups and maximize the space 
that we have available to us in the TAC building. 

How is my student's learning progress monitored? 
The parent representative/learning coach helps facilitate and monitor the student's 
daily progress, based off the pacing guides that OVS teachers create and distribute. 
During online, live lessons and face-to-face class time, OVS teachers frequently 
measure students’ mastery of concepts to personalize learning. Our teachers also 
provide feedback and answer questions for the learning coach and student. OVS 
provides a positive and caring support system. Student success relies on strong 
communication between the parent, teacher, and student. 

Are students required to participate in state testing? 
Students must take state assessments and come on an additional day during state 
testing weeks to complete testing at our learning center. 

What if my student needs extra help? 

OVS teachers have support times built into their week for any students that feel they 



 
 

could benefit from some additional time with their teacher. We also provide 
intervention for learners who qualify for additional support in reading and math. 

Does OVS offer special education services? 
Yes, OVS provides special education services. They are provided online, live via 
Microsoft Teams video conferencing. 

Can high school students make up missing credits at OVS? 
OVS does not offer credit recovery. High school students entering the program must 
be on track to graduate on schedule. If a student is not credit-sufficient for OVS, they 
may make up the credits needed through an accredited program and reapply the next 
semester. 

Do you have options for my Pre-K student? 

No, OVS does not have a Pre-K class in the program. 

At Home 
What is my role as parent/guardian in my student’s learning experience? 
A parent/guardian or other individual close to the student serves as a learning coach. 
The learning coach is highly active and engaged in their student's education. They are 
expected to learn how to navigate the online learning system to monitor student 
progress and ensure the student is on-task and engaged in the course content. 
Learning coaches must be in regular communication with OVS to ensure a strong 
school-to-home partnership. Additionally, learning coaches are responsible for 
providing transportation to face-to-face learning sessions and any other required in-
person meetings, such as required state testing.  

Extracurricular Activities 
Can my student participate in activities, such as sports, music, etc.? 
OVS does not have athletics or a music program.  K-8th grade students can 
participate in athletics/activities at their neighborhood school. Parents are 
responsible for registering their student and transporting them to and from the 
school. High school students who want to participate in NSAA sports must take at 
least half of their classes at the school where they participate in athletics and the 
rest at OVS.   
 

How do students socialize in the program? 
OVS offers field trips and family socials throughout the year and collaborative 
opportunities during face-to-face sessions. Students also interact with each other 
and experts in our community and throughout the world using Microsoft Teams. 



 
 

High School 
Does OVS offer the same courses as traditional OPS buildings? 
OVS curriculum is aligned with OPS to ensure your student gets a quality education 
that meets state standards. Curriculum is provided through our curriculum provider, 
and the catalog of classes for high school is limited.   

What if OVS doesn't offer a course a student wants to take? 
Students can take a course that OVS doesn't offer at their OPS home attendance 
school. It is up to the student to contact their home attendance area school and 
register for that class. The OVS counselor needs to be aware of courses taken at home 
attendance schools. Some OVS students are also enrolled in other programs, such as 
the OPS Career Center. 

Do students get a diploma when they graduate from OVS? 
Yes! OVS is accredited and all graduates receive a diploma from their OPS home 
attendance area school. If the student lives outside of OPS, the diploma comes from 
Omaha North. 

How can I contact Omaha Virtual School if I have more questions? 
 
Phone: 531-299-0269 
Email: virtualschool@ops.org 

 

Connect with us on Facebook and Twitter! 
Twitter: @OPS_Virtual 
Facebook: facebook.com/OPSVirtualSchool 
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